Camp doctor, nurses 
brewed deadly brew 


k 


GEORGETOWN, Guyana (AP) — A 
survivor of the mass suicide at the 
Jonestown religious settlement said the 
camp doctor and his two nurses brewed 
the deadly purple drink of cyanide and 
Kool-Aid in a large stainless steel vat 
and then administered it to the babies 
first. 

Dr. Lawrence Schacht, 30, of Houston, 
Tex., and his two nurses squirted the 
fruity-flavored potion into the mouths of 
squirming babies before ladling it into 
paper cups for hundreds of adult 
members of* the Rev. Jim Jones’ Peo- 
ple’s Temple Saturday at their isolated 
jungle colony in northwest Guyana, said 
Odell Rhodes, a 36-year-old teacher. 

Rhodes said he escaped when Schacht 
asked for a stethoscope and he 
volunteered to get it. Instead of return- 
ing, he fled into the jungle, he said. 

Two other aged survivors were found 
in the camp, and 12 others who fled 
came out of the jungle. The police count 
of bodies in the camp reached 409 by 
Mo nday night, and Guyan ese troops 
were searching the jungle for hundreds 
of others believed to have fled when 
Jones summoned them to die. 

Rhodes said he saw mothers give the 
poison to their children before taking it 
themselves. 

“It just got all out of order,” he 
reported. “Babies were screaming, 
children were screaming, and there was 
mass confusion.” 

Armed guards turned back persons 
who tried to leave the ritual. 

Those who drank went into 
convulsions, their eyes rolled upward 
and they gasped for breath before fall- 
ing dead. 

Jones, clad in black pants and a color- 
ful casual shirt, was found on. his back 
on the pavilion stage. He apparently 
shot himself in the right temple. The 
body of his wife was nearby. 

Bodies carpeted the open-air pavilion, 
and the yard around it was solid with 
them. Many of the victims clutched each 
other. 

“From the air it literally looked like a 
garbage dump where somebody 
dumped a lot of rag dolls,” said Charles 
Krause of the Washington Post, who 
visited Jonestown as a representative of 
the foreign press. 

Another survivor, Grover Davis, 79, 
said he realized what was coming when 


Jones announced by loudspeaker: “The place.” He said he slipped off and hid in 
time has come for us to meet in another a hole at the edge of a clearing. 



Death vat 


The vat of death sits on a sidewalk on the compound of Peo- 
ple’s Temple in Jonestown, Guyana, Monday, with bodies of 
followers around after Saturday’s mass suicide. The vat con- 
tained am ade_ drink laced with deadly cyanide. (AP Laser- 
photo) 



